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ren humaneness, benevolence
yi righteousness, duty

deé virtue, moral power
xtao  filial piety

Vin dark, nurturing principle
yang  light, creative principle
el this, these

yé final particle

wéi say, be called

Ji be the same as

Wéi be, do, act as

you be like

zhi finger, point to, refer to
Suo place; that which

i final particle showing change of state
ruo if; like

zé then

Vil at, by, to, etc.

Ju again; return; repeat
wei not yet

yi also

wii I, my

zhi stop, rest

you from, by
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arrive at, extreme, highest

minister; government servant; I, your servant

Proper Names

The Great Learning, an early Confucian text

Tang poet (701-761)

name of an early Chinese kingdom, and a later dynasty
The Way and Its Power, an early Daoist classic ascribed
o Lao Zi

zhi
chén
chéng  sincere:; sincerity
zhi extend, give
xian  at leisure
dan only
zhao  shine on

= Daxué

Fiid Wang Wéi

Song
EHAY Dao Dé Jing
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Vocabulary Notes

. (£ % rén, yi

Rén is the primary virtue taught by Confucius. It involves treating people the way
human beings should be treated. with concern and love. The character is formed from
the elements — “two™ and A “person”. Standard English translations include Benevo-
lence, Humanity, and Humaneness.

Yiis a virtue much discussed by Mencius. Related to. but slightly different from,
rén, it refers to the behavior appropriate to given social relations and given situations. It
is usually translated as Righteousness or Duty. Rén and yi are often mentioned together
as the two most fundamental Confucian virtues.

2 15 dé

Dé sometimes means Virtue or Right Conduct, but sometimes it refers to a kind
of moral power that comes from following the Dao or the Way. The term is used by
Daoists and Confucians alike. It is part of the title of the work ascribed to Lao Zi. the
Dao Dé Jing TEEAC, Lit., The Classic of the Way and [Its] Power.

3. #  xiao

Xiao, or Filial Piety, is another of the traditional Confucian virtues. It means
unquestioning obedience to one’s parents.

4.

& B yin, ydng

The terms yin and ydng refer to the fundamental of positions of darkness (vin)
and light (yang), of passivity and activity, of decline and arc wth. Many pairs of objects
and qualities can be classified as yin and ydng in relation to cach other, €.g., moon/sun;
night/day; female/male; mother/father; earth/heaven: cool/warm: moist/dry; nurturing/
creative. The terms are used in both Confucianism and Daoism, and are fundamental
concepts in fields as diverse as medicine, painting, and the martial arts. The ideal is to
have balance of yin and ydng, with neither in excess.

5. RZ  The Great Learning

The main reading passage in this lesson is a well-known excerpt from a Confu-
cian text called The Great Learning . This short text, ascribed 1o a grandson of Confucius,
1s one of the Four Books of Confucianism (Analects, Mencius, Great Learning. and
Doctrine of the Mean ¥[8 ) which formed the core of Chinese education from the Song
dynasty to the beginning of the 20th century.




6. Structures of Identification or Definition

a) One structure commonly used to define words or to eXpress equivalence is
X(E)Y (i) X is/means Y
The zhé in this case marks the end of the topic to be defined or identified; the yé
marks the end of the defining or identifying comment. One or both of the particles
may be omitted,

CF A Rén means “human, humanity.”

{CF s Humanity is the virtue of the heart,

et Zhi means “this.”

=g Shen means “1,” “myself.”
b) Among the other particles commonly used o define or identify terms are the
following:

H yue is called

R wél s called, means
B i is the same as

A wéi s, acts as

B you s like

1§ zhi indicates, refers to

Examples:

RPERTILH 975 North, south, east, and west are called the four directions.

g PoiY This is called “knowing the origin.”

TEEITE  “Not to plan” is the same as “not to have in mind.”

H A% [When] the sun goes down it is Night.

HNE “To value” is like “to give weight to.”

BFIEELE  “ Janzr refers to the one on top [of the social hierarchy].
7. o ye

In addition to its use in sentences of identification or definition mentioned above,
Yé can serve as a final particle, giving force 1o an assertion, or s_irpg_lyﬁxp_@zukhi_llg_ the end of
a phrase.
RNEHE Song is a small kingdom.
ARKFRTH  Heaven does not yet want to pacify the world.
DATHIR ST REH Petty men do not know Heaven’s Mandate, yet are
not afraid.
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8. H  ydu

You sometimes means “from” or “by"
B4 E5E  from birth to death
FEEZE  arrived at by learning
Sometimes it means “follow,” “allow.”
/NAHZ  Inmatters small or large, we follow him.

g, I e
CI means “this” or “these.”
& this life
g think of this

ENYinfls not like this, not as good as this
AN these five people

MR H  from this one can see. . |

liis this time, now

10, A7 suo

a) Suo can mean “a place.”
JERREF  [He] dwelt at the king’s place.
wHAr [He] achieved his [rightful] place.

b) Sud can also mean “that which,” “the place which.” -\ e RN Y
HFAR4  what he/she did not know
TCFTEE&  what I want to study
Fi/EZ%E  the room where he/she/they lived

¢) Common combinations with sud:

AT LA with which

Z Bt LA the reason why

it e from whence

FirsE what is called

EETA no place where it is not = everywhere
1. &y

Y7is a final particle showing completed action or change of state. It is similar to
the modern Chinese particle le 7.
EfrErz My plan is already decided. / I have made up my mind.
STERZ . 1don’t want to see it any more. % T ke # ..

A Jyzh v I

v (S
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12. . Hj ruo...ze...

Zé is much like the modern particle jiz Ff. It introduces the result of the preced-
ing action or situation, which may or may not be preceded by the word ruo [if].
HHAIK T If this is done, then the world will be in order. Vot 24

BSHTFLIEZE  Nowl can see it

13. H/: 5 _—Ji; ylf

Yit is a general preposition showing the relation between two elements. It can
indicate place or time ( “at”), spacial relationship (“by,” “with”), transactions e,
“from”), and comparison ( “than”), among other things. Note that two different charac-
ters may be used interchangeably for this word.

IR IY 75 travel in the four directions (all over the world)
TEERIRILF B ¢ Zilu asked (of) Confucius, saying:
HAF I none bigger than this
tRES= stop at the highest good
4. & fu
Fimeans “again,” “repeatedly.”
=i ask again

&= not go far away again
ENCES not come back to life again

1IS. X®  wei
Wei means “not” or “not yet.”
R not yet come; the future
NI not yet completed, not finished
7 NI not necessarily
RE+H before they had gone ten /j
16. 75 i
Yi means “also.”
HRIRZE His father also left. . ;o
/-\ s /- . . F . ) 3 o fi b_ \l
EINFRETAR Life is also something I desire, fheavss =3« B=% (&)

EARAHIAAIRA  The Way is great, Heaven is great, Earth is
great, and Man is also great.
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17. Double Negatives

Double negatives are common in Chinese, and are often used for emphasis.
AAHI  No one does not know. = Everyone knows.
$EFRZ: Noplace he/she/it doesn’t go. = He/she/it goes everywhere.

18.  Full Words used as different parts of speech

Interesting stylistic effects can be achieved using the same word first as one part
of speech and then as another. Here are two famous examples from the Confucian clas-
sics:

REZIEEIHE |
The Way of Great Learning is to make bright the bright virtue. ..
BHEERXXTFF
A lord should act like a lord, a minister like a minister. a father like 2
father, and a son like a son.

19. &2 #F  gidzhi. .zhe

“Those of old who. .. ”
O ZAEAET R T E
Those of old who wished to make bright their bright virtue in the
world. ..
HZELEE
Those of old who were good at ‘doing” the Dao. ..

20. Punctuation

Note that traditionally Chinese texts were not printed with punctuation marks.
Readers would sometimes mark pauses in their texts with 4 comma or dot, but the ques-
tion marks, quotation marks, and other symbols used 1n modern editions did not come
into general use until the 20th century. In many cases, scholars still dispute how certain
classical texts should be punctuated.
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Exercises

Definitions or explanations of words (1-6 with punctuation, 7-19 without).
L% Rth o

2. O AFTLASAM o

ANE K> o

4 AZBEBEB  BEZ%
S I B Eih o

6. KB EHZ A o
7

8

9

o)

A7 A th
REEZER Nz 24
EMEFEE

10. FHFMZAYms

I = HifA—

12. TEERNRE

13. HREXEHBEAR

4. ++BzE+EEyF

15. RHIEBLEZ 4

16. BEERZIAD

17 BFDAZRH

18. B

19, HESBHEHE (& yi—appropriate )
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Sentences using new grammatical particles or structures

1.

2

FARIKBIZE -
XAKAFTRT -
mTH BT . IREREFAR o
REFE -
MIRFRBE At
EZREBW s TZREH » HBEFZE o
KTHEE  IMER S o RTRE » WMERM - (5 #EH o )
WFE A2 FrfE s th o

B BT A+t
K BIEHES
Bt o mRAABKE » FEARE NGE
NZFTH o IRz o
ESRIA LIRS -
BWETIHRAE o

Sentences from Confucian texts
(The numbers in parentheses refer to chapter and verse in the Analects Al et -)

1.
2,
3

4 B Oe B

Eraral

Hig N 0 BB o (12.5)

TH BT o HiEiRt - (15.29)

FH | EMTERRE  BRA2a05 o

(K wang » S B4 dai» b o ] (2.15)
FIZ BHZ » THIBAH » B4  (2.17)

TH RRRFCE BERCE . (4.6)

TH BFEARZE  TRAZE o IARE ¢ (12.15)

REOA » NBIR » AZ8A4 » B2RFM o« s A » BIEY
FEAH  ( From Song Neo-Confucian writer Zha X1 KE) (BF ji—since)

\*- BRZAH B FTHE o
' BTER BTFEE ?5”]:_1_% o (From 28 Classic of Filial Piety)

(5‘% fii—introductory particle; 37 li—stand. erect)
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Reading Passage from The Great Learning K2

NEZE  EWE  EHE  EIEREE - HFTASE » STE
S WTIRAES » RTTRAR - BTTRAELS - WA AR « BEKI - 45
Stk o BIiER o
BRI T # e E o GUAEEE « ATER o RS
s ﬁ@ﬁ%om@aa%,%Eﬁ@nmmﬁ@%'%maﬁomw
F o FEECHA o BUAERY) MR TR AT ﬂ?ﬁ%“m’%ﬁﬁ%@
B LIEM&REE  SEMERE  RETEEL - BATEETT o

o

B i ponder
fil qi regulate
{2 xi; repair, perfect, cultivate

%] géwi  investigate things

Two Poems by Wang Wei £ 4

IS
ANBIETETE » g Lz o AL » & o
B gui cassia
¥ jing startle
I ming [bird] call
o jian stream, brook
4
ZTRA » (BEEAEE o MBABEM » HEEL L o
FE4¢ LaZhai  Deer Hermitage
&  xiagng  sound, echo
i fan return
= ying Wt
Rt HEHZIRWE
&= tdi moss
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Chengyu
L. HEBALE
2. EREm
3. BFEK
4. RIS
5. BEAT%
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